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tion was overheard which illustrates the attitude of prominent Eastern Zone 


politicians toward the prospective development of 


the D.D.R, after the elec 


tions scheduled for Ve Octeber 1950. Persons participating in the conversa~ 


tion included Pred Oelssner, member of the SED Politbureau; 


25X1 


2, Following “ilhelm Pieck's address dealinc with basic fundamentals, a conversa 


Mayachenlo (fru), 


lecturer of Camp Mo 20)1 "Special Object School" and cuest delerate from the 
U.5.0.Rg Hans Glass, secretary of the Coburg KPD Kreisleitunc, and several SED 
funetionaries. The Conversaticns which concerned the question of what effects the 
elections on 15 October 1950 mirht have upon the policy of the DDR, was high- 


lighted by the followinc comments: 


a, Fred Qelssner stated that nomination of candidates from the mass 
organizations cuarantees thet the SED will be in a position to place 
additional capable persons in the highest administrative posts. It 
is no secret that the best functionaries from the mass orgenizations, 
that is those who are being nominated, are, at the same time, members 
of our party. Nomination will, moreover, be made by arrancement with 
our central committee. The reduction of bourcecis influences thus 
abtained in the state, in politics, and in economy will so far to achieve 
our objective faster, that is the establishment of the dictatorship br 


the proletariat. 


Be Mayachenko expressed the belicf that the sovernment of the U.5.S.R. will 


conclude a peace treaty with a democratic covernmnent elected by the pcople 


anc. will withdrarr its forces from the area 
forces will no loncer be required due to the 


eitizen for its om plans. 


e, In reply to Mayachenko!s remarks Oelssner stated that although t 


of the D.D.R.; inasmech as Soviet 


streacth of the anti-Fascist 
Denecratic Forces. Uoreoever, the U.5.S.R. urcentliy needs every Sovict 


there was much 


that coulc be learned from the victorious Red Army without whese presence 
Rastern Cermany could never have become cenocratic, so generous a resture by 


state zee NSRB 
ee hice ape TTT fioscuhneht- to. 1d a 
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the Soviet Union, representing a token of confidence unheard of before,vould 

be welcome. "As a sovereign-state we can, of course, not tolerate an inimical 
island in the midst of our territory; that is, we must solve the Berlin 
question and, in my opinion, this question will be solved by the spring of 1951s 


d. In vesponse to a query by one of the other individuals present, as to whether 
sufficient. forces were available for such action, Oelssner smilingly voiced the 
belief that the forces available were sufficient to solve quite other problems, 
which, however, must be dealt with at a later date. He went on to say that 
aside from these, the development of the D.D.R. should be clear to all who give 
any heed to the SED resolution. It indicates that the number of people's owned 
enterprises will be increased, which means that a large number of privave enter= 
prises will be made the property of the people. It alse shows that state-- 
controlled trade will be expanded and that further liquidation of private trade 
Will be accomplished. More of the large estates will be divided into smaller 
holdings for the benefit of farmers and acricultural workers who are in need of 
land. A large-scale campaicn will be conducted against the Church which opposes 
the new system, and reactionary elements will be eliminated frem the ewltural 
field. To the KPD comrades Oelssner declared that by speeding up the demo~ 
uratization of their republic the people in the D.D.R, set an example for the 
western German workers and that now it is up to the KPD to convince the Western 
Germans of the righteousness of the Eastern German policy. 


Prior to the SED Convention the SED Politbureau decided to hold a tonference with 
the delegates from Western Germany. Though it was intended thet this conference 
be held before the beginning of the convention, the date fina: y chosen was 25 
Jaly 1950. ‘he conference was held at the former ‘dmiralspalast, now the State 
Opesta,e The “est delegates were handed special entrance tickets and were advised 
that without these additional tickets no delegate would be admitted to the con< 
ference, The delezetes were also told that the conference would be held behind 
closed dears and that seats had to be taken prior to 2 pem, When the conference 
finally convened at 2.p.m, the ushers were directed to Je ave and were replaced 
by Volkspolizei personnel who cuarded the entrarces, The entire SED Politbureau 
anc the newly elected SED Central Committee sppeared shortly after 2 p.m. 


The conference opened with a speech by Comrade Frang Dahlem who made the follow- 
ing statements: 


"The criticism which Comrade Pieck voiced regarding KPD activity 

in “estern Cermany and the manner in which Comrades Grotewohl and 
Ulbricht dealt with the KPD problem will show you that we consider 

the KPD activity in Yestern Germany as being of utmost importance for 
the naterlaligation of our objectives in all of Cernany. In self= 
criticism we admit thet we have failed to cive you the necessary 
attention as only one member of the Politbureau has been charged with 
dealing with your problems. Only noi? have we become aware that the 
importance of the tasks set before the KPD requires the commitment 

of the entire SED Politbureau.. Now, however, there will be a complete 
chance and the entire SED Politbureau will devote its attention to your 
problems. Not only will we make decisions binding for your activities, 
but we also will control the execution of these decisions, since only 
in this manner can the unity of ermany, which all decent Germans are 
striving for, be effected. To insure successful execution of the mis- 
Sions which you will be assirsned in the neer future, the KPD must five 
priority to the task of thoroughly purging its corps of functionaries 
of all agents, opportunists, and other enemies of the party. 

In that respect we will continue to five you valuable hints. There 
mist be no doubt thet the criterion of a true KID functionary is his atti- 
tude towarés the U.S.S5.R., Poland and the D.D.R. Should there be doubts 
the functionary rmst be replaced. ‘Je can only use such functionaries as solve 
their tasks according to our directives. The second mission which also 
must be tackled most energetically is a large-scale propaganda campaign 
desisned to spread the truth ce neornine the conditions pnrevailing in 
the DD. The masses must also be made aware that the SED is the only 
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party which can show the German people the way out of their 
national misery. Appropriate measures will soon be taken ‘by us. 
Guests from “estern Germany will be invited to all meetings. 

The VIN, the Demokratische Frauenbund Deutschlands (DPD), the 

FDJ and the Vereinigune der Gerenseitigen Bauernhilfe (Vdgt) 

will establish close connections with similar organizations in 
Western Germany and will show them the virtues of our demoecra~ 

tic order. Large farmers! meetings will be conducted to make 

the “estern German farmers, who are not able to market their products, 
aware of the propriety of our policy. In fact, we will even 
invite Western German governments in the name of our Land goven=- 
ments, We will invite industrialists and give them orders for 
their foods. From experience we have learned that this is quite 
possible without the consent ef the Bonn Government; moreover, 
there are enough intelligent industrialists in Western Germany, 
whe, because of their miserable economic situation, are inclined 
to make contracts with the D.D.R. /t the same time you mst 
continue to speak the truth at meetings and in your party papers 
and to oppose, with good arguments, all agitators. In that res- 
pect, the value of the scheduled mass meeting of 100,000 persons 
in Dortmund cannot be overemphasized, We as well as you must make 
every effort to make this meeting a powerful demonstration for 
peace, for the unity of Germany, for the withdrawal of occupation 
‘forces and for the national independence of Germany. ‘We will send 
FDJ cultural groups to Nestern Germany prior to that meeting in an 
effort to advertise the meeting through their presence there. We 
Will also send specialists to “estern Germany whe are to make 
speeches a% various meetings. As for you,it is of the utmost in- 
portance that you persuade all indifferent persons to participate 
in the meeting. Thus we will give you every possible support in 
order that the mass meeting will be a comple@ success. There must 
be no doubt that this meeting will be carried out regardless of 
whether Vr, Adenauer likes it or not. * 


The second speaker was Max Reimann who stated that, in self-criticism, he had 
te admit that he failed to become aware of Nuding's detrimental activities 
early enough and that they had to be brought to his attention by the SED 
Politbureau. This, however, was a serious warning to him and he stated that 
in the future he would take immediate action whenever weaknesses should ap- _ 
pear. He then reviewed in detail the blunders which Hermann Nuding had com 
mitted as a member of the Parteivorstand, 


a. Nucing refused to make known a prepared SED address sent to the 
Solingen conference of the KPD because it called for active sup- 
port of the U.5.5.R. in case of aggression. This, however, is 
taken for granted by all German workers. 


b. Nuding prevented the elimination of KPD comrades prominent in 
the labor union movement who were recorpnized as opportanists. 
Consequently, it has not been possible for the KPD to influence 
the Lebor unions sufficiently. 


ct. Nuding, because he underestimated the fighting spirit of the 
workers, failed to comply with the directive of the SED Polite 
bureau which demanded the instigation of a variety of strikes 
in Western Germany. Thus he undermined the confidence which 
the workers had placed in the KPD in Yestern Germany. This was 
manifested most clearly in the elections in Northrhine-Westphalia. 
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congenial ~-— 


wry ty 


do Wuding ignorec the cireetive of tho SSD Politbureau which 

enllcd for a large-scale peace eaapaicn by the western Cernen 

\sbor unions because he failed to realise that the KD coule take the 

lead in the strug¢le for peace. — therefore, he is to blame for 

the feeding away of the str vole for peace after ‘initial sucese 

Ses. 
“im tor Tisch supported Hermann Nucin:, tin his deteinent:1 conceptions and 
thus forfeitee the right of holding leading positions in the party. As 
chie’ e@itor of the EPD paper Freies Volk, fego chrlich, Mike his prede- 
eossor, was not vigilant enourh ane admitted articles to the pcpor which 
were Getrinental to the party. Ne also was exmplletely incapable of hold 


s 
ine the position of aditor-in-chief, lffective today he will be a: vested 


P oll of his fumetions end replaced by an editorial staff wi ich wit. be 


cormosed of Comrades Mail Carlebach, Rudi Singer, and a corrace fron 
Southern Germany. 

6, 4#fter this vitriolic attack by Mex Reimann, Hermann Muding was allowed tc 
defene Mansel’. “In self-criticisn he acmitted being cuilty of Pleck's an’ 
Roimonats accusations stabing thet he had been zompletely under the influ- 
ence of the a¢ent, Kurt Mucllicr, and implicitly obeyed the latter’s orders. 
He stated that, with Itucller uncovercd, he was aware that he had dameced 
party interests seriously and he promised that in the Zuwture he ‘sould oxe~ 
cute with the utmost accuracy all nissions ass i 


nod to nim. «hen Muding 
finiskcd his speech ilhelm Pieck enca ed hin in the f ollowia: conversation 
from the speaker's rostrum: 


Picelzs het you heave tolc us em only be con idorec a mere 
Lip confession. In your golfeeritician you lack that 
repentance which mignt persuade us of the veracity of 
your words, However, you arpeer to make evory effort 
to retain leadin: positions. Tiris of course is oe mitter 
of the past. & 


Nucines¥onrade Pieck, I can say m nore, for I was forbidden by 
the $uD Politbureau to involve 52D function:ries in this nate 
ters I was ordered to tear fall responsibility upon my 
om shoviders. " 


Pioeks ‘Zell, that is right. Tut if one repeatedly commits such 
soroug bluncers over 4 lon; period of time snd inflicts 
so rmch harm upon the party we ere ferced to assume that, 
he does il for a definite purpose or that he is stupid. 
You are nob stupid, but on the contwery a very intelligent 
fellow, so what?" ‘ 


Picek: (vith a derogatory wave or lis hence) “ell, we shall seo, 
the issuc is not yet closed." / 
7, After soverel debates of miner importance Otte crotevohl Gclivered an address 


“nm which he stated the following: 


"The nost outstanding wealness of the KiD in its eavelopnent 

sinee 195 in Testern Germany is the fact thet it has permitted 
4tself to Lac behine events, Only uncdcr such elremstances 

coule it have been poseivle for a situction to develop in which 

the cless enemy is chic to Cietate to the Ki the place, tine 

anc rexner Lor joining battle. This wealness must be overcore. 

The KPD rust set the pace for “estern Corman development, must be 
aheac. of events anc sust teat the enemy where :nd when it is deencd 
necessary. Then Cormunisn will soon score trenencous successes, 


ead ane OV eynaen mpyparet ees _ Be tee me ee Beh coe! opr ~ pois 
‘onter Cernomy's economic shrugcle, wiles anceubtedly is a very 
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adirficul. one, must be transforred into 4 nolitical fight. The 
KYD must penetrate the masses, must be arrare of their troubles, 
must spread propaganda 2 rong, the workers and foment strikes. “hen 
a strike is in procress, the party must ree in the background, for 
concuctin;, the strike 4s the resyonsibility of the labor unions. Live 
ing concilions will ceterlorate further in Vestern Germany and there 
will be suple Sep Or CUE bees Sor provoking strikes. [ly intensive apie 
tation amon all s rata of the population the EID must create such a 
situation thet one “strd ke follews cnother in vestern Germany. The 
working massos must constantly be stirred to action. “re the unen= 
ployed, thp people who rece’ve hand-outs or live on socicl relief, 
the war whlows,end those who suffered tosses in air raids content 
with heir Lot? No, I is one Mo again, corirades? Now who wlll 
atterpt to tell ne that the situation in vcstern Germany requires a 
specicl Jestern Seren isceane Cur working vrinciples are ie @ sone 
in sll capltelistic countries. The nasses must not be blamed if the 
fre in -estern Serneny failed to showy the right path, The eons 
lity vests tito the party,ynanely the purty in tho vest. The KFD will 
need to establish new and determined cadres able to conduct an inten~ 
om: eekese Te. “@ believe that it is arpropriate te anproach forner 
Nagis, . nS pects anc other in similar caterorics. Many of these people 
today are still unsettled poli tiechlgr and necd only be approached in the 
pYoper mancr, «.¢ know Crom experience thet those »eeple are inclined 
to co from one extrenc to the other md ve are able Lo recort that our 
experiences with these seople have been coed, that nearly all of then 
have proved themselves very active comracos once their past was forrote 
ten. Another factor vhich Gemanés attention is the hes tility of the 
population toward the DEDatt Oe powers. iivery Commies must be an 
agitator vhe, cay after day and hour after hour » Spreacs propagenda where= 
ever he iS then, with the oie ty of the ‘estern German population per= 
suadec of ae rip hteousness of the G&D progrem, we shall force the unity 
of Ceres any, # 


rt 


6, After several other contributions of minor importance to the discussion ‘alter 
Wibrichts, in the final address, strated the followince 


"Save a fev exceptions, the debates of our ‘Jestern Cercan conrades 

have demonstrated that the MPD in Jestern Germany is worlcing under 

grave iccological deficiencies. It is quite clear thet it is inpos= 

sible to persuade a nerson if one is not conv'need of cnets on words. IJ 

therefore sugrest thet the funetionaries be ‘Given at once a thorough course 

o- instruction in the history of the Cormunist Party of the 0.5.5.8 (lole 

shevist). i slso advise the comrades iy “estern Germany rho are ecitors 

uc carry verbetin renorts of the convention addresses delivernd by Somrade 

Vieek, Grotewohl and me in all KKD newspapers 2s these speeches are of the 

greatest imp portunce for the future ork of the EPD a € cortribute coc sively 

toward orienting the compares properly with respect to ideology ané the 

political line. Kin newsnmers in “estern Germneny y by the way, are very 

panera ent. The: touch only vpon the orinetpal poli tical ceestions and 
ail to place emphasis on the crent ex are of the ¢ Vee Jolley the peoples 

detoecracies one the 2.0.2. “a hewspepers 23 well as in meotings you must 

alvays stress the lrmortazce of the Uevevelley Of Foland md the 5.5.32." 


At tale point a .estern Uernan eomrace who askee to te heard stated: 


nit we ineronse our propeganda for the U.5.5.8. we shall have still fewer 
follorers,* 


Ulbricht replieds 
"That is cormlately erPoncous. it alc be reneribered tha 


she Rh 4 
oil Th Lv 
plnec, debating is a matter of eon retion My und secondly thet 
there is no cergrine that the vortors in the <hineelluhr area are true 
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partisans of the U.5.5.R. You were defcatec in the elections 

because you were not active enough and therefore were deserted 

by the workers rho lost confidence in you. One of the most 

important missions is the ficht for peace. *t is of decisive 
importance thet, of the many problems to be solved, the central 
probien be solved first as its solution brings the other problems 
nearer solution, The present central problem is the fight for 

peace. In that respect you have been very inefficient. The collection 
of signatures will certainly continue to be the primary mission 

in the strucsle for peace, This project, however, represents only 

one side of the ficht. Those striving for peace must now take 
action, “"e have heard no reports of “estern Germm woman patriots 
living comm on réllvoad tracks te prevent shipments of war material 
from passing. In France, however, such things did happen, This 
indicates plainly that also in the strugele for peace you are behind 
events. You mist prepare for a cGogged resistance agcinst war pre« 
parations. 1 is good that we know that bridces in your area are 
being prepared for demolition. “e would prefer to know, however, 
that, because of your resistence, it was impossible for such prepa=- 
rations te be made, These are the preat tasks which must be faced . 
by the XPD teday. They must be solved and must be solved quickly in 
order what the enemr con be prevented from converting our fatherland 
inte a complete desert through a new war, I should like to emphasize 
Comrade Pieck's statement thet we will ¢ive you every conceivable 
support in your bitter fisht in order that our joint efforts for 
peace, the unity of Germany, the withdrawal of the occupation powers 
and national independence be crormed with complete success. The pre~ 
sent conference has mace it clear that it will be necessary to meet 
and confer with the prominent comrades among you more often in order 
to insure successful conduct of you struggle. *- 


»o any KPD delegates believe that Max lieimann is no longer 
in the cooad praces of the SED. Inasmuch as he enjoys considerable 
popularity with the “estern Cerman population, it is likely that he 
will be retrined as a figure head. Frits Sperling, second chairman of 
the ETD, appears to be the men vho in the future will enjoy the full 
confidence of the SED. 
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